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WHEREAS, in March 1927, the first Dania Library opened inside the Dania Women’s Club; and

WHEREAS, the Broward County Library-In-Action Project began operating inside Dania City Hall in 1979 in order to provide library services to the Dania community.  In June 1995, the Library relocated to the Graves Museum Building to allow more space for library materials and better services for research and writing; and

WHEREAS, Paul DeMaio was the first “Friend” of the Dania Library and was instrumental in the early development of the Library and Friends Group; and 

WHEREAS, to recognize Mr. DeMaio, and to celebrate his work and vision, the name of the Dania Branch Library was officially changed to the Dania Beach Paul DeMaio Branch Library in November 1999; and 

WHEREAS, the Dania Beach Paul DeMaio Library is now located in its own dedicated building located within the Dania Beach City Center, thanks to a joint agreement between the Dania Beach City Commission and the Broward County Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the 1st Annual Walk for the Dania Beach Paul DeMaio Library was held on Saturday, January 21, 2012; and 

WHEREAS, Friends of the Dania Beach Paul DeMaio Branch Library are key supporters of the Library, who operate a Friends Book Fair room and coordinate other fundraising efforts to help support library programs and services;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Patricia A. Flury, Mayor of the City of Dania Beach, Florida, do hereby proclaim that the first Saturday in January following Martin Luther King Day will be known as:
Friends of the Dania Beach Paul DeMaio Library Day
in the City of Dania Beach, because their Annual Walk embodies the ideals and vision of Dr. King, who said “In some countries, much of your education is based on reading books, and access to books is a huge honor”.
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